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I. The ESDJournal Seal of Approval
The ESDJournal Seal Program was created to inform both ESD consumers and suppliers about products whose quality and effectiveness allow for acceptable ESD and static protective functions.  The products which are awarded the ESDJournal Seal of Approval are found to be "fit for their intended use."

The ESDJournal Seal Program is strictly voluntary.  To be granted the Seal, certain requirements must be met.  Every ESD product is scientifically evaluated. Not every product is granted the Seal.  The ESDJournal Seal is awarded for up to three-years.  Renewal of the Seal of Approval may be considered by the ESDJournal upon request by the manufacturer after the three year period. 

II. Benefit of the ESDJournal Seal of Approval

ESDJournal assumes the responsibility to assist the industry in making informed decisions about ESD protection.  The ESDJournal believes that this service is needed to bring standards for "fitness for use" to the ESD and electrostatic industries.

The ESDJournal Seal of Approval is designed to provide information for companies and their customers to ensure that they can make the best possible decisions regarding ESD products. ESDJournal has accepted the responsibility of informing manufacturers of ESD materials of the importance of recognizing and maintaining approved ESD products.  A major goal of ESDJournal is to raise awareness by identifying products of exceptional quality that are manufactured with ESD protective qualities.

III.  ESDJournal Committee on Approval Seals

The Committee on Approval Seals is comprised of ESD Laboratories and experts.  The Committee is charged with the responsibility of setting standards and reviewing ESD materials, equipment, and other products that are used in the electrostatic industries.
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IV. Confidentiality of Submission Materials
All submitted materials and supporting documentations regarding a product for the ESDJournal Seal of Approval are considered confidential.  The ESDJournal requires its committee members to sign a Confidentiality Agreement, which prohibits them from disclosing to anyone outside the ESDJournal any materials and/or supporting documentation regarding a product.  However, the ESDJournal is not liable to the applicant for any damages resulting from the acts or omissions of ESDJournal committee members, including, but not limited to, their failure to abide by the Confidentiality Agreement. 

All proceedings of the Seal of Approval Committee and the  ESDJournal Board of Directors with respect to applications, reports, and communications regarding the review and consideration of any product are considered confidential.

V. Qualifying for the ESDJournal Seal of Approval
The seal of approval is granted when an appropriately recognized laboratory has established evidence of effectiveness and "fitness for use" of a product and/or when standards and/or specifications applicable to ESD products under consideration have been met.  Consideration of granting the Seal of Approval pertains to market ready products only; no prototypes will be considered.  

The ESDJournal Seal of Approval Committee uses all appropriate test methods for its consideration including those of the ESD Association, ASTM and others.  The ESDJournal Committee may also use its own test methods to determine the product's fitness for use.  If the test reports submitted by the applicant are insufficient for the committee to make its determination, the committee may require further tests by a qualified laboratory at the expense of the applicant.

See section X. For authorized laboratories.
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VI.  Provisions for Approval
The following list of procedures and criteria constitute the requirements for an application for the Seal of Approval and, when applicable, for maintaining recognition over the term for which the Seal is extended.  The ESDJournal reserves the right to modify these provisions at any time.  Companies that have received the Seal of Approval are expected to stay abreast of changes in these provisions.  

1. All communications shall be written and directed to:

Director,  Committee on Seal of Approval

ESDJournal

3551 Moore-Duncan Hwy.

Moore, SC 29369
Any effort to contact a member of the Committee during the review process will result in the immediate termination of the application.

2. Submit the completed application along with copies of any additional documentation in support of the application.  All materials must be in English.  Separate application forms are required for additional submissions.  The Committee will review only completed applications.

3. Submit original trade package items produced for market for each submission.  All materials submitted for review become the property of the ESDJournal.

4. Submit the necessary application and processing fees (please see enclosed fee schedule).

5. Required documentary evidence for products – a detailed description of each component used. The manufacturer must supply properties and satisfactory compliance with the appropriate United States regulatory standards for any chemical(s) used.  

6. Provide documentary evidence of product safety and efficacy.  Evidence pertaining to the mechanical and physical properties and operating
characteristics, when applicable, shall be submitted.  The company must provide timely and objective, not subjective, data from laboratory tests.  Test results must be summarized.  

7. The Committee reserves the right to utilize an independent laboratory, institution, and/or testing facility to confirm any or all claims made by the applicant, the expense of such testing to be borne by the applicant. 

8. Provide documentary evidence that manufacturing facilities are properly managed to assure quality and uniformity of product. 

9. Quality control systems utilized by the manufacturer must be provided including yearly product return rate and reasons.

10. Any adverse effects related to the use of the product(s) reported to the applicant shall be communicated to the Committee.

11. Products shall conform to all applicable United States laws and governmental regulations.
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12. All labeling, package inserts, advertising and promotional materials relating to the ESDJournal Seal of Approval must be approved by the Committee on the ESDJournal Seal of Approval. Only those claims that can be supported by appropriate laboratory studies and scientific data are allowed.

13. Following the granting of the Seal of Approval, Seal holding companies have the following continuing obligations during the term of recognition:

A. Submit an annual report form by December 1 (copy of the form to be provided by ESDJournal).

B. Report  immediately any changes in the composition, style, nature, function, name, or intended use of the product.

C. Report immediately any adverse effects related to the use of the product(s).

D. Submit the annual maintenance fee (please see enclosed fee schedule).

14. The ESDJournal Seal of Approval may be awarded for a period of up to three years.  After this period, renewal is required for continued recognition, including submission of an application for renewal.  

Please allow two (2) months from the date of receipt of a completed application to the Committee for product evaluation.  More time may be required for the review process if additional information is required or in the case of multiple submissions. 

VII. Conditions for the Use and Promotion of the Seal of Approval

· The Seal shall not be used until after the manufacturer has been notified in writing that the product has been Accepted by the ESDJournal Board  and after both the manufacturer and ESDJournal have executed the “Agreement for Use of the Seal of Approval.”

· Companies or individuals whose product(s) have been granted the Seal of Approval are required to use the Seal logo when promoting their product(s).  The Seal logo may not be altered in any manner except in size.

· The Seal may be used on product labeling inserts, advertising and promotional material.

· The ESDJournal Seal is given only to products and not to companies.  In no way may the Seal be used for other products not accepted by the ESDJournal, nor shall it be advertised or displayed with unaccepted products in a manner that implies approval of the unaccepted product.  The provision does not apply to conventional price lists or catalogs.

· The responsibility of providing substantiation of claims for safety fitness of use and efficacy or claims of compliance with an official standard shall reside solely with the manufacturer and not with the ESDJournal.

· The Seal may be used in advertising only in conjunction with claims allowed by the Committee.  Any misleading or deceptive use of the Seal in advertising as perceived by the Committee on Approval Seals, may be cause for revocation of the Seal.  Product advertising and promotional materials must be in good taste in the opinion of the ESDJournal Committee.

· Whenever the composition of an accepted product changes, the manufacturer must resubmit the product for review and approval before it is marketed with the Seal.  As long as a product bears the Seal, it must continue to meet all requirements specified in this document.

· The Seal is owned by the ESDJournal and is a trademark by the ESDJournal. 

VIII. Revocation of Seal of Approval

The ESDJournal Committee on Approval Seals may on occasion find it necessary to review the status of a product’s approval and recommend revocation to the ESDJournal Board of Directors.  Decisions of the Committee are based upon available scientific evidence and are subject to reconsideration at any time that a significant amount of new evidence becomes available.  If current scientific evidence demonstrates that a product is no longer fit for use, safe or effective, or if a product is obsolete, markedly inferior, or dangerous to the health of the user, it will be declared unaccepted and the Seal will be revoked. 

Any violation of the Conditions for Use and Promotion of the Seal of Approval also will be considered grounds for revocation of product approval.

The company may be given six months from the date of such revocation to use existing labeling, package inserts, or similar supplies.  The Committee reserves the right to require a shorter time frame for removal of the Seal from existing products if it is determined that the safety and efficacy of the product have been diminished or if the company has misused the Seal of Approval or if the company has failed to pay its required fee.

IX.  Reconsideration Process

The ESDJournal Committee on Approval Seals will explain in writing its rationale and reasons for denying the Seal of Approval.  Thereafter, a company has the right to request in writing within 30 days, reconsideration of the decision.  Such a request must be addressed to the Chairman of the Committee on Approval Seals and must include specific reasons why the Committee should reconsider its decision.  The request also must include five (5) copies of any new data or documentation pertaining to the product that the company would like to have evaluated by the Committee during its reconsideration.  The Committee may request additional information from the company in order to evaluate the request for reconsideration.  A reconsideration fee will apply.

Appropriate requests for reconsideration and sufficient data/documentation will be presented to the Committee for its consideration.  The Committee’s decision will be relayed to the company in writing with an appropriate explanation.  The Committee’s decision shall be final; and, if the action to deny is sustained, no further consideration will occur.  

X.  Authorized Test Laboratories

The ESD Journal Committee on Approval Seals will consider test reports as "without question" from the following laboratories:

1.  Fowler Associates, Inc. 

3551 Moore-Duncan Highway

Moore, Sc 29369

Tel: 864-574-6415   FAX: 864-576-4992

Email: sfowler@sfowler.com

Web Site: http://www.sfowler.com


2. K & S Labs
2026 Bay Road

Stoughton, MA  02072

Tel: 781-341-8331  FAX: 781-341-8331

Email: kslabs@thecia.net


3. ETS (Electro-Tech Systems, Inc)
3101 Mount Carmel Av.

Glenside, PA  19038

Tel: 215-887-2197  FAX: 215-887-0131

Email: stanw@ets2.com

Web Site: http://www.electrotechsystems.com



XI.  Seal of Approval Fees

Application Fees

submitted with application

$1,000.00

Approval Fees

submitted when seal granted

$250.00

Annual Fees

submitted each subsequent January 1st during approval period

$  250.00



ESDJournal Seal of Approval Application

1. Name of Product (one application is required for each product submission)

___________________________________________________________

2. Name of Company ____________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________


Telephone:  (_______)________________________


Fax:             (_______)________________________

E-mail:         ________________________________


Website:       ________________________________


Contact person(s): _____________________________________________


____________________________________________________________

3. Names of owners, officers, or other individuals authorized to furnish information and represent the company to the Seal Committee:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

4. Names and qualifications of scientific personnel responsible for research, development, and testing of submitted product – please attach resume(s).

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

5. Intended Use(s) of Product:  _______________________________________

____________________________________________________________

6. Patent(s):  ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

7. Composition of Product (company must generally list all components used in construction of the product):   ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________


8. Suggested Retail Pricing:  _________________________________________

9. Evidence of Safety – all safety information must be provided (i.e., Material Safety Data Sheet, EPA approval document, where appropriate).

​_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

10. Evidence of Quality Control Procedures:  ___________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

11. Research Documentation – all objective testing, reports, studies, or significant articles done on a component or on the entire product must be provided. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

12. Five (5) copies of all current promotional materials (i.e., catalogs, dealer sheets, advertising materials).  

13. Five (5) samples of products.

14. Please include any other materials which applicant deems helpful to the committee.

15. Include Application fee of $1,000.

I certify that the information given on or attached to this application is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I fully understand and agree that as a condition to making this application, any misrepresentation or misstatements in or omissions from it, whether intentional or not, shall constitute cause for automatic and immediate rejection of this application.  I agree to all the terms and conditions of the Seal of Approval Program.  The ESDJournal assumes no responsibility for claims, performance or other statements made by the awardee on its product literature accompanying the product, or its advertising and promotional materials, and shall be held harmless by the manufacturer from any and all claims or liabilities in connection therewith.

                     Signature                                                               Date

                    Print Name
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