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Takata Air Bag Plant in Monclova Mexico Rocked by Violent Explosions

March 31, 2006  (Translated from Mexican News)  The explosions, in containers loaded with a material called "propellant", left at least a dozen workers injured; these were the result of a fire in a wing in construction.
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07:56 A dozen workers from Takata, in Frontera, were affected with minor injuries after at least 3 explosions in containers loaded with a material called propellant.

Leopoldo Galvan, Civil Protection coordinator of the central region of Coahuila, informed during an interview that the explosions, started at approximately 19:40, were the result of a fire in one of the building's wing that was under construction.

He explained that at the time of the accident, in another area of the factory were working about 600 employees and only a dozen was injured and/or with nervous crisis, five of which were attended by the Firefighter department due to inhalation.

As soon they heard about the fire, they came to the place.

Civil Protection and Firefighters from the region, as personnel from different public security corps, who evacuated the company's workers and corded off the area. 

The last and strongest explosion happened at 20:50 and due to its magnitude it was felt in a 30 kilometer ratio, indicated Galvan, who commented that himself was blown away 10 meters off his feet while he was helping on the evacuation tasks. 

Takata is a company of Japanese capital and it was under an expansion process of its facilities in Frontera, with an investment of 6-7 million dollars for the production of materials for automobile's airbags.

Galvan manifested that a security measure at least 8 counties around the factory were evacuated and the citizens were took to the auditorium and municipal shelters, churches, service clubs and other safe places.

